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By Itzel B. Caire, Special Events Manager, Council of Student Leaders
On Saturday February 13, 2016, Scottsdale Community
College took part in the 63rd Annual Parada del Sol
Parade. This is one of the world’s largest horse-drawn
parades where more than 150 organizations march
down Scottsdale Road while singing, cheering, and
dancing. SCC was part of this parade once in the past,
and after many years we finally joined the fun again
with a bigger crowd than before. It was a great group of
41 people, comprised of Artie, staff, club members, the
Council of Student Leaders, and over 20 members of
the football team. We all immensely enjoyed the great
energy and enthusiasm coming not only from our group,
but also from the amazing spectators who cheered for
the Fighting Artichokes as soon as they saw Artie and us
marching their way. It was a great experience for all of
us, and seeing the crowd recognize our school and
chant as we walked by brought chills to our bodies and
made us proud to be the Fighting Artichokes.

SCC was well represented at the Parada del Sol Parade by the Council of Student
Leaders, clubs, Community College Initiative Program and the football and men’s
soccer teams!

A GLOBAL GATHERING

By Allie Deemer, Past Vice Chair, Council of Student Leaders
Do you know the benefits of international education? Have you studied abroad? Have you gotten to know an international student in your
class? Do you pay attention to the news and what is happening abroad? Are you planning or currently enrolled to learn a second (or third)
language? Every year, institutions around the United States recognize International Education Week during the third week of November.
This joint initiative of the U.S. Department of State and the U.S. Department of Education promotes programs that prepare Americans for a
global environment and attract future leaders from abroad to study, learn, and exchange experiences in the United States.
On November 17, 2015, the Council of Student Leaders’ Global Awareness Committee put on an event for International Education Week.
This event was called the Global Gathering. This event took place on Scottsdale Community College’s East Patio of the Student Center from
10am–2pm. At the Global Gathering, there were four separate tables where students could go to learn about cultures around the world.
One table, titled “Adopt a Language,” was a place where students could go to
learn words or phrases in a different language. The languages included German,
Spanish, French, Swahili, and many others. Another table was all about
globalization. This table had a slideshow explaining the effects and benefits of
globalization. At the next table, there was a slideshow about global health. The
slideshow had information about all the different health systems, health issues,
and health advances in other countries. The last table, was all about global
education. At this table, there was a matching game to engage students in trying
to find out what countries have amazing education and which ones are struggling.
Students and staff loved playing this game and were excited to learn about the
systems all over the world, not just in the U.S. Also, featured at all of the tables,
were different candies and sweets from different countries. Everyone enjoyed the
candy, games, information, and services provided at the Global Gathering. The
CSLer Ajmal Baloch oversees the quiz on which country
Global Gathering was a fun and informative event that had a very good turn out
has what type of education system. Everyone stepped
and really helped students learn something about global education.
away learning something new!

A NI GH T I N W E ST A F R I CA
By Kerry Calhoun, Student-at-Large, Council of Student Leaders
On February 26, 2016, I was invited to participate in an
event hosted by the Maricopa Council on Black American
Affairs celebrating Black History Month at Rio Salado College.
The event was called “A Night in West Africa” and featured
African cuisine, music and a performance by artist/ASU
Professor Dr. Akua Duku Anokye.
Considering I’ve never been and knew very little about West
Africa, I had no clue what to expect, but everything from the
decorations to the table arrangements was set up to truly
represent and show how beautiful West Africa is.
The event started off with prominent members of the African
community telling us about what their home was like and
some of the things they experienced growing up there. They
talked about the reason behind Black History Month and why
it’s so important. They gave us the meaning and purpose of
the clothes they wear, the food they cook and how they cook
SCC attendees at the dinner included (l to r): Therese Tendick (Center for Civic
it.
They even showed how ancient African traditions are still
& Global Engagement Director), Arsene Amoakon (Community College
Initiative student from Cote d'Ivoire), Noma Jiyane (CCI student from South impacting African Americans to this day. Next, we ate from a
Africa), James Morris (Black Student Union advisor), Irene Kibe (CCI student buffet consisting of authentic West African cuisine while a DJ
played native music from all of the African countries. This was
from Kenya), and Kerry Calhoun (BSU officer).
such a great time for me watching all of the African natives
that attended the event sing their favorite songs in their actual dialect and discuss the ways their families made these specific types of
foods. After the dinner, we had a story time where multiple African proverbs were told to us that were not only entertaining, but could be
related to situations hundreds of years after it was written. After everything was over, they encouraged us to have a fellowship where we all
introduced ourselves and met new people.
It was truly an honor for me to attend this event. Not just because I’m African American and I have deep roots tied in this culture, but
because it is simply such a beautiful culture that reaches back centuries.

A N YO NE U P F O R A G A M E OF C H ES S ?
By Austin Moede, Secretary, SCC Chess Club
The Chess Club has been on the scene this year in the SCC
community in a big way. With membership growing at every
meeting, the SCC Chess Club has built an atmosphere of
learning and camaraderie that allows for both personal growth
and community development. Each meeting consists of
growing on a personal skill level through lessons and one-onone training with a higher skilled player. There are also
“challenge” games that allow members to play each other in a
competition setting for a grand prize to be awarded at the end
of the semester.
The club also wants to give the SCC student body a chance to
enjoy the game by having two chess boards and a time clock
that can be checked out in the Center for Civic & Global
Engagement (SC-185) for free.
The Chess Club meets in LC-308 on Thursdays at 2:30 pm;
however, keep an eye out if you are ever in the LC Courtyard
because if the weather is nice you will find us outside.

Join the Chess Club on Thursdays at 2:30 p.m. in LC-308 or check out a
chess board in the Center for Civic & Global Engagement for free!

ARIZONA TOWN HALL:
AN INTERNATIONAL PERSPECTIVE
By Itzel B. Caire, Special Events Manager, Council of Student Leaders
On Sunday, November 15th through Wednesday the 18th of 2015, five
students from Maricopa Community Colleges (three of those from
Scottsdale Community College), took part in the 107th Arizona Town
Hall. This event has a long history of overseeing statewide forums that
bring a diverse group of people (mostly professionals) together for
three days of embracing discussions about a certain issue in our state.
This year’s Town Hall was on “Keeping Arizona’s Water Glass Full.”
Our students from SCC described the Town Hall as a great experience
unlike any other. In their time there, each student was part of a panel
of about fifteen to twenty-five people, where throughout the whole day
they addressed different questions to ultimately arrive to a consensus.
They also attended lunches and dinners each day, where they had the
opportunity to interact and network with many professionals. They met
people from many areas like lawyers, judges, CEOs, teachers, etc.
SCC’s very own, Thomas Williams was also there. Being exposed to an
environment full of experts broadened their knowledge on many issues
concerning water, and many other subjects in general. Most of our
students met remarkable people and made great connections that will
hopefully last for a lifetime. Saying goodbye to the people that they
spent four intense days with was bittersweet, but the students came
back very enthusiastic and satisfied with the experience.

Itzel B. Caire (far right, kneeling) and Thomas Williams (standing,
plaid shirt) represented SCC and MCCCD on one of the five panels
for the AZ Town Hall three-day event.

E V E RYO N E I S I N VI TE D :
2 N D A N N UA L S O C I A L G A T H E R I N G
By Amylya Brice, CSL Liaison, Sun Earth Alliance Indian Club
The Sun Earth Alliance Indian Club (SEAIC) and the American Indian Program hosted the
first ever Social Gathering here on the SCC campus last year. This event was created to
share pieces of our indigenous culture and to pay homage to our ancestors by celebrating
life, family, friends, and being indigenous in today’s world. It took SEAIC and the American
Indian Program countless hours to put this event together and the turnout was beyond
our expectation. People of all cultures came out to either spectate or socialize at our
event; this brought the SCC community together and it was absolutely beautiful.
The 2nd Annual Social Gathering will be held again this year. The date will be April 9 th from
2 pm to 9 pm at the Two Waters Circle on the SCC campus. We are inviting everyone to
come out and enjoy our event. There will be food, games, and dancing that everyone will
love. If there are any questions, please contact the
American Indian Program at (480) 423-6531.

Top Left: Claudelle Valencia, Tia Bruisedhead,
Suzette Schlapkohl, and Ana Cuddington
(American Indian Program Director), honoring Mrs.
Schlapkohl and wishing her a happy retirement.
Bottom Left: SCC student Taylor Starr and Family
sponsoring the Fancy Shawl Dance Special.
Right: 2014-2015 Miss Indian Scottsdale
Community College Runner-Up Claudelle Valencia
representing her traditional regalia and her title!

C OM MU NI T Y S ERVI CE : N OT J U ST A R E QU I R E ME NT ,
B UT A N H O NO R
By Anthony Marroquin, Student-at-Large, Council of Student Leaders
Per our Constitution, the Council of Student Leaders must organize and participate in at
least one community service project per semester. Many of us exceed that requirement,
but we try to at least do one together as a whole. This past fall semester, the majority of
the CSLers visited St. Vincent De Paul on an early Saturday morning in November and
helped them design crafts to make their dining halls more festive.
Some of us were unable to go that day and so on December 1, 2015, we dedicated our
night to volunteer at the Feed My Starving Children Center in Mesa, AZ. With the holidays
passing by, it is the season to give back. Not only to our families and friends, but also to
those who are less fortunate. It was a great team bonding experience, which members of
the CSL would recommend to every student. Whether you go with your friends, families,
or even your work companions, it is a great feeling to be able to give back.
During the event, our group was able to package 30 boxes, filled with 32 bags each. We
were just one of many groups that were able to contribute to the people of the
Philippines. In total, everyone was able to contribute 162 boxes full of food for those in
need. Whether it is the holidays or not, it is always a great feeling to know you are helping
someone else out there enjoy this season as well.
We had such a great experience, we have decided to go back as an entire group this
month. It is with great honor to be at Scottsdale Community College where students and
staff are able to give back to the communities on a global scale.

CSLers Alejandra Aguilar Gomez, Marcos
Palacios, Itzel B. Caire and Anthony Marroquin
are all smiles after knowing how many needy
families they helped.

E D U CA T I ONA L E ND E AVOR S : S I MP LY A M A ZI N G !
By Dezire Diop, Member, Artie’s Community for Service (ACeS)
Being a freshman is never easy at a college, but there is a reason why a lot of people
tell you to get involved in clubs. When I joined the Artie’s Community for Service (ACeS)
Club, I knew that they did a lot of community service, but there is a lot more behind it.
This club also wants you to grow, learn and lead.
On Friday, October 23, 2015, we went on a group adventure that is called Educational
Endeavors. I didn’t really know what to expect, but I was excited because everyone who
already did it said that it is really cool. We drove really early in the morning with some
ACeS members and students from another class to a desert in the Black Canyon.
“Mike” and his assistant (a student from another college) were already waiting for us.
After getting to know each other in a little icebreaker game, we started with different
teambuilding activities. Each of these challenged us in a different way and even if some
of us didn’t know each other, we had to work together. For example, we all had to stay
on a wood construction that looked like a scale and we had to balance both sides so
that it was equal. Our task was to all get on it from one side without losing our balance.
It was challenging, funny and really difficult at the same time. After a few games and a
really great lunch, we started with challenges up in the air. We teamed up and had to
climb up two wooden poles with a partner and then get to a third one on a rope with
teamwork and also our own balance and strength, and to not let your teammate down.
Some of us struggled with the heights like me, but all the others who held the rope or
were standing on the ground supported each one who was up there. The last challenge
was to climb up a single pole alone and stand on top of it. Then you had to tell
everybody something about yourself. And again, everyone got support from everybody.
After that we reviewed the entire day and talked about what we had learned.
For me as an international student from Germany, it was a really great experience. I
made a lot of great and new friends that day. And it is another amazing memory from
my time in the U.S. I just recommend getting involved and taking advantage of such
great opportunities.

Top: Educational Endeavors challenged 18 SCC
students to connect and gain skills to succeed.
Bottom: Didi Diop was challenged to reach her
highest potential while completing the highropes-course.

N OT A DULL M OM E NT F OR SCC ASID!
By Arik Spaulding, President, SCC American Society of Interior Designers (ASID)
We announced the Stage Off winners February 26, 2016, at Inside Out Showroom in Scottsdale. We
had 20 in attendance for appetizers and a tour of the facilities. For the first time, due to the largest
student entries yet (23!), entries for the competition were divided into categories of Green Design,
Remodeling, and Staging.
Congratulations to all of the spring 2016 Stage Off Winners!
Green Design:
1st Place: Nancy Conway-Dennis (cabinet)
2nd Place: Victoria Russell (chair)
Remodel:
1st Place: Katie Hubert (kitchen)….pictured to the right
2nd Place: Ceci Astorga and Cynthia Astorga (family room)
3rd Place: Andrea Wojciak (kitchen)
Staging:
1st Place: Sara Wolf (family room)
2nd Place: Billie Brunkhorst (office)
3rd Place: Jennifer Botero (master bedroom)
Our very own President, Arik Spaulding, attended the National ASID Student Summit Launch, hosted
by Savannah College of Art & Design February 25-28, 2016. Sponsorship for this trip was split
between Arizona North ASID Professional Chapter, Scottsdale Community College and the Interior
Design Department. Arik got to hear workshops on leadership and design. He will soon post a blog
about his observations.
Our next major event is the Showroom Shuffle at the Scottsdale Design District. Students will tour four
wholesale design showrooms learning about product and etiquette of using a showroom. The event is
March 25, 2016 from 9:00 am—12:00 pm.
SCC ASID is also preparing for our Earth Day booth! Our Eco Store meets every Friday from 10:00 am 2:00 pm crafting to create jewelry, paperweights, and art pieces that are environmentally friendly by
recycling. Also, our Board members are teamed up with students to redesign chairs to sell at the Earth
Day.

Top Two Right: Before and After of the ‘Remodel’
first-place entry. Bottom Two Right: Check out the
Chair Recycle Auction sponsored by SCC ASID at The
IN Thing on April 21, 2016. Left: Arik Spaulding
(standing, fourth from left) represented SCC at the
National ASID Student Summit Launch in Savannah,
Georgia this past February.

S T U D E N T I N P U T G O E S S U S TA I N A B L Y W I L D !
By Marli Mayon, Treasurer, Sustainability Club
The Council of Student Leaders, members of Sun Earth Alliance Indian Club, Sustainability Club and Collegiate DECA all participated in a
brainstorming session on December 3, 2015, regarding the design of the new Cloud Song community building that is projected to be a
part of the SCC campus in the spring of 2018. This discussion was led by architects from Architekton who first explained the three factors
that go into creating a sustainable building: economic, environmental and social. Encouraging students and faculty to contribute their
“wildest ideas,” some of those mentioned included implementing solar panels, cement flooring, filtered water fountains, natural lighting,
covered outdoor seating, lights in classrooms that dim based on ample daylight, glass windows have light sensors that work with lights
inside the building, and recyclable carpet tiles. The Cloud Song will feature the Indigenous Scholar Institute, Business classrooms, a
Community Center, Receiving Department among other things. Many of the students in the brainstorming session remarked on what a
great opportunity it was to be part of something like this and want to thank Architekton and college leadership for incorporating student
input into the design of this building.

THINK BEFORE YOU PINK
By Marli Mayon, President, Women Rising
On Tuesday, October 27th, SCC’s Women Rising Chapter hosted their first event
as an official SCC club with the screening of the documentary Pink Ribbons,
Inc. A documentary which sheds light on the exploitation of hope and the
disconnect between research and results, Pink Ribbons, Inc. combats the
influence of “pink” during the month of October in an effort to bring new
awareness to Breast Cancer Awareness Month. The screening of the film was
followed by a discussion in which those in attendance were welcomed to
participate in answering questions led by Women Rising President, Marli
Mayon. Laurie McCune, Program Coordinator for the Service-learning &
Leadership department, was among the active participants in the discussion
who shared her perspective as someone who has experienced breast cancer
herself. Sharing her feelings towards words like “survivor” and the “battle” of
having breast cancer, Laurie helped to further describe the uncomfortableness
that exists in addressing the disease for what it is, as opposed to making it
pretty and “pink,” furthering the documentary’s message. Women Rising
greatly appreciates Laurie’s insight and encourages everyone to “think before
you pink.”

LITTLE DEEDS GO A LONG WAY!
By Marcos Palacios, Student-at-Large, Council of Student Leaders
Students from Student Public Policy Forum (SPPF) and SCC Veterans Association collaborated to spread awareness by holding multiple
bake sales to help old and current Veterans this past fall semester. It was decided to be done around November on days that were close
to Veteran’s Day to help bring more awareness to the campus. There were four bake sales, which were held at the Student Center. The
way we spread awareness to our older Veterans was having a note on the customer’s bag explaining that there are many Veterans in need
and just saying hello and checking on them could make a big impact on their day. For our current Veterans, we held the bake sales and
used whatever profit to buy supplies for them. The project goal was $200, but we surpassed that with a grand total of $241.53! The
students that made this possible were Marcos Palacios, Sarah Chappell, Diego Leal, Bryan Mitchell, Daniel Villa and Anne Prafada.

SPRING 2016
COUNCIL OF STUDENT LEADERS
Diego Leal, Chair
Sophia Shaikh, Vice Chair
Itzel Barrios Caire, Special Events Manager
Glend Huliselan, Public Relations Manager
Holly Vera, Secretary
Justice Ehgner, Mascot
Kerry Calhoun, Student-At-Large
Randolph Foote, Student-At-Large
Alejandra Gomez Aguilar, Student-At-Large
Anthony Marroquin, Student-At-Large
Marcos Palacios, Student-At-Large
Joseph Raupp, Student-At-Large
Henry Stutman, Student-At-Large
Jen Sydow, Advisor, Asst. Dir., Center for Civic & Global Engagement

Spring 2016 Council of Student Leaders

Mark Your Calendars!
AZ Presidential Preference Election (vote!)…March 22
“Not On My Campus” (Sexual Assault Prevention)…March 24
Genocide Awareness Week…April 11-16
Excellence Under the Stars…April 20
The IN Thing (& SCC Earth Day Celebration)….April 21
SCC Commencement….May 13

