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By Marli Mayon, Chair, Student Leadership Forum
The Student Leadership Forum’s commitment to civic engagement and global awareness is made evident through our involvement in the
past semester’s events. Encouraging Civil Dialogue through the Democracy Wall and allowing for cultural celebration during International
Education Week, SLF is raising awareness of on-campus events to encourage both student and employee participation. Uniting the athletic
and student life departments, volunteers from both SLF and the baseball team served the community at the Empty Bowls events. At the
event, SCC celebrated the life of the late Alli Ortega through the sale of donated ceramic bowls designed by local high school and middle
school students. Continuing that involvement in off-campus SCC event opportunities, we were happy to see participation from our students
and administration at both the AIDS Walk and the STARS Fashion Show.
Realizing the need for community in order to be successful, SLF is proud to share the accomplishments from a few of our clubs. SCC ASID is
setting the stage through their involvement in design events and their admirable fundraising efforts that have allowed them to sponsor an
SCC Christmas angel family. The SCC Chess Club is making sure they look good while they school us in the elaborate board game, showing
off their newly designed T-Shirts, which can be seen on members around campus. Collegiate DECA is making SCC proud as they returned
back to AZ from the 2014 DECA Collegiate Leadership Academy in New York as top-prize winners in one of the competitions.
When SLF wasn’t busy running events and volunteering in the Center for Civic and Global Engagement, we honed in our leadership skills
through our advisor Jen Sydow’s implementation of the Leadership Learning Series at our SLF meetings. We look forward to putting to work
the skills we learned into next semester’s events and are excited to see what opportunities we are presented with in the upcoming year to
continue to make an impact at SCC!

SLF HELPS TO KEEP
SCOTTSDALE BEAUTIFUL!
By Michelle Sasonov, Student-at-Large, Student Leadership Forum
Each semester, the Student Leadership Forum at Scottsdale Community
College joins one organization in a day of volunteering/service to help the
community. On November 22, SLF woke up bright and early to clean Fifth
Avenue in Old Town Scottsdale. To make the early cold more bearable
donuts, bagels, and hot coffee were provided. The morning of volunteering
was organized by Keep Scottsdale Beautiful, Artisan Market, and 5th Ave
Merchants Association. Keep Scottsdale Beautiful, the main host, started in
July 2011 and is a non-profit organization. Their goal is to engage the
community in being a part of the effort to keep Scottsdale green, clean, and
sustainable. This was the first time Keep Scottsdale Beautiful had such an
event and SLF was grateful to be part of it.
Thirty-five volunteers were divided up into teams to tackle the clean-up effort.
Boutiques and gallery storefronts went from being covered in dust, dirt, and
cobwebs to looking brand new. Most of the trash picked up that day was
abandoned cigarette butts in sidewalk cracks and flowerbeds. Local store
owners and tourists were curious to know why there were neon yellow vest
wearing individuals up so early to clean. They were excited to know that the
students were there to volunteer. The cleaning up event took two hours and
with good effort and team work, Fifth Avenue truly did look beautiful!
To learn more about future events and information about Keep Scottsdale
Beautiful, please visit http://keepscottsdalebeautiful.org
Top: Dedicated SLF members got up bright and early to help clean the 5th
Avenue storefronts in Old Town Scottsdale. Bottom: Savannah Haymart, SLF
Public Relations Co-manager meticulously wipes down the dusty doors.

I N T ER NA T I ONA L E D U CA T I O N W E E K : 15 T H Y EA R !
By Diego Leal, Vice Chair, Student Leadership Forum
For the past 15 years, the SCC campus has immerse itself in a cultural celebration by participating in International Education Week during
the third week of November. A joint initiative of the U.S. Department of State and the U.S. Department of Education, International
Education Week is an opportunity to celebrate the benefits of international education. Coordinated by the Student Leadership Forum’s
Global Awareness Committee, students and employees celebrated November 17-21, by engaging in a wide variety of events, activities and
presentations that promote international awareness.
The week kicked off on the 17th with a presentation put on by SCC faculty member Dr. Lisa Marsio about archaeology in Israel, followed by
an afternoon on the Two Waters Circle lawn learning and playing a variety of games that can be found around the world, like badminton.
Later in the week, there was a great event that featured an international student panel that, when it got going, was a discussion of
students majoring in Early Education asking SCC international students about their experiences in the American education system and
how it compared to their respective education systems. Epitomizing the purpose of International Education Week, SCC students were able
to learn about different cultures in a fun, interactive way. The rest of the week included events such as a workshop on how to study
abroad, a presentation comparing textiles from Mexico and Arizona, Spanish movie clips, and, concluded with an international-themed
Retro Muse Coffee House that, thanks to SCC students, had a number of poems and songs performed in world languages such as Italian,
Spanish and French. International Education Week is a key piece of the SCC curriculum and it was fantastic to see such student support.
Left: Dr. Marsio, SCC's
resident archaeologist
talked
about
her
archaeological digs in
Israel and let people touch
some of her artifacts.
Right: Tom Hansen,
Education
faculty,
facilitated an international
student panel that shared
what their education
system is like back home.

T H E D E MO CR A CY W A L L : L ET Y O UR
V OI CE B E H EA R D
By Allie Deemer, Student-at-Large, Student Leadership Forum
Around SCC’s campus there has been a traveling white board displaying weekly a
compelling question that affects peoples’ everyday lives. SLF’s Civic Engagement
Committee coordinated the prompts and location of the white board, also known
as the Democracy Wall. You may have seen it in the SB or SL buildings or even in
the gym. Many students have participated in responding to the prompts that were
put up on the Democracy Wall. Some of the prompts the students commented on
were:

 Should the words “under God” be in the U.S. Pledge of Allegiance?
 What is your opinion on the smoking ban on Maricopa Community College
campuses?

 Washington DC passed recreation use of marijuana? Why or why not should AZ
be next?

The main purpose of the Democracy Wall is to increase students’ political
awareness, increase their civic literacy, and help to create a civic and civil
discourse on campus. The Democracy Wall is a great way for people to become
more engaged with the things that are happening all around them and to get
involved and have their opinion about the subject voiced. Also, it is a great way to
get a good debate going. It’s good to know what others are thinking and about
how one’s opinion differs from another’s. It shows all the diversity and different
cultural beliefs that are within a school. So look for the Democracy Wall around
the campus next semester. Be sure to put up your response….all we ask is that it
is appropriate and respectful.

SCC ASID H A S B E E N BUSY!
By Arik Spaulding, Student Liaison, SCC ASID
SCC ASID’s own Design Student Competition Stage Off took
place in October. Stage Off is an opportunity for students to
show off their talents with a room that they designed. The
parameters of their design could range from changing paint on
a wall to a complete kitchen or bathroom remodel. All that is
required for entry was it to be the student’s design and a
before and after photo of each space submitted. The winner
received a prize of $50 which is enough to pay for a year’s
membership to the American Society of Interior Designers
(ASID) national organization.
The winner of 2014’s Stage Off was Elise Young. Elise
submitted her own master bedroom remodel. Her design
reflected a mature color palette. Elise has displayed her
understanding of design by utilizing the strong impact of black
and white with gold accents. Elise Young’s room made the
judges feel like they were looking at a high-end hotel suite. We
want to congratulate Elise Young on her triumphant display of
design.
On Nov. 14, SCC ASID visited the Scottsdale Design District for
a “Show Room Shuffle.” Twenty design students were shown
through four show rooms and received tips from experts in the
design field on how to go about interacting on a professional
manner with show rooms. The speakers also spoke about
guidelines when ordering fabrics and how a designer would
bring their client into the show room. The show rooms included
John Brooks, Dean-Warren, Costello Childs, and finished at
Floor Styles where lunch was provided for all the students.
SCC ASID is also sponsoring our SCC Christmas angel family.
By collecting change the group hopes to use “Change to Make
a Change” for a Sudanese refugee student with five kids.

The Before and After photos were required for entry into the competition.
Congratulations to SCC student Elise Young for winning ASID’s 2014 Stage
Off!

Watch for events and activities from SCC ASID in the upcoming spring semester and like us on Facebook.

WHAT’S NEW WITH THE
SCC CHESS CLUB?
By Austin Moede, Secretary, SCC Chess Club
The Chess Club has been building on its foundations of tactics
and strategy by studying situational examples and putting the new
knowledge into practice.
The Chess Club has also designed a logo and purchased T-shirts
for it members to not only boost camaraderie within the group,
but also to allow for an increased awareness about the club for
the SCC student community. These shirts have also been worn by
club members while volunteering at the Verde Vista Middle School
Visit where members operated as tour guides for the visiting
middle school students. The Chess Club has also placed two
chess boards in the Center for Center for Civic & Global
Engagement located in the SC Cafeteria for any students to check
out and utilize.
Chess Club members take advantage of playing during their free time by
checking out the new chess boards from the Center for Civic & Global
Engagement (SC-185).

Chess Club meets on Thursdays in the Language and
Communication Building in room LC -308 from 2:00 to 5:00pm.
Feel free to stop by for a quick game!

AIDS WALK: THANK YOU TO ALL!
By Iñaki Aparicio Molina, Student-at-Large, Student Leadership Forum
Thank you to the students and employees of Scottsdale Community College who attended this year’s annual AIDS Walk/5k Run on
Sunday, October 26, 2014. The Aunt Rita’s Foundation annually organizes this walk and 5k run in downtown Phoenix to help raise funds
for the 17 different local HIV/AIDS associations in Arizona.
During the event, you could listen to several local bands and artists at the various water and rest stations. It was a beautiful experience to
see people from different social backgrounds united to support these non-profit organizations and help patients who suffer from the
nightmare that is HIV/AIDS. This year was one of the highest for fundraising as they were able to raise $313,240!
Artie the Artichoke was one of the highlights of the walk by definitely getting out our school’s image in a really good way. In fact, he led the
parade of walkers and stood with Sparky, ASU’s mascot, at the finish line to high-five every runner and walker when they crossed the line.
All in all, it was a great day!

Artie led the AIDS Walk in his very own Fiat!

SCC had a great turnout of walkers and volunteers for the AIDS Walk.
They took a break to pose with Artie.

S TA R S F A S H I O N S H O W
By Marli Mayon, Chair, Student Leadership Forum
On Sunday, November 23rd, the organization STARS hosted their 6th
annual fashion show at the Scottsdale Resort and Conference
Center. STARS (Scottsdale Training and Rehabilitation Services) is a
non-profit organization that serves both teenage and adult
participants who suffer from developmental and cognitive
disabilities. This fashion show serves as a fundraising event for the
organization and even features some of the STARS participants as
models. The SCC students who were in attendance included
international students Nangamso Mqamelo, Dahlia Oktasiani and
Thulisa Sigwabe, myself as well as our College President, Dr. Jan
Gehler.
The event was divided into two portions, the first of which included
local models adorned in gowns from the private collection by
William Travilla, a renowned Hollywood designer. The second
portion gave an opportunity for the STARS themselves to model
designer wear from the department store Dillard’s. Each STARS
model showcased their own unique strut down the catwalk,
receiving loud applauses from the audience. The joy that the STARS
models showcased down the runway left everyone in the room
feeling humbled and appreciative of the efforts from the STARS
organization and all of their accomplishments in creating a
memorable event for everyone involved.

SCC’s table at the STARS event was represented by Marli Mayon,
Nangamso Mqamelo, Thulisa Sigwabe, Dr. Jan Gelher, and Dahlia
Oktasiani.

AZ TOWN HALL:
WHAT’S ALL THE FUSS?
By Marli Mayon, Chair, Student Leadership Forum
The 105th Arizona Town Hall was held November 2–5 and was
dedicated to the topic of Arizona’s economy. Held biannually,
this well-known event facilitates the discussion of over 150
citizens from across Arizona to deliberate and find solutions to
issues facing our state. The Arizona Town Hall organization
graciously invites five Maricopa Community College students to
attend the events each year and I applied and was chosen to
represent Scottsdale Community College.
Located at the Grand Canyon, the event offered opportunities
to interact with former Arizona Chief Supreme Court Justices,
town Mayors, Harvard graduates and, of the same
impressiveness, other community college students.
SLF Chair Marli Mayon (4th from left) was empowered by having an equal
Participants of the Arizona Town Hall experience are broken up
voice as her fellow participants, such as College Presidents and former AZ
into four different groups, with each group spending the better
Chief Supreme Court Justices.
half of two days answering the same set of questions. Each
group is assigned a Chair to facilitate the questions that are to be asked of the groups and a Recorder who has the challenging task of
recording the answers from each member. The group members are to actively participate in the process and come to a consensus that
represents the ideas of everyone in the group. Each group’s consensus of ideas is then produced into a draft document that is given for all
of the members to review and then on the final day of Arizona Town Hall, participants come to a consensus as a whole.
While it may seem intimidating, as a young college student, to interact with impressive adults who have already accomplished success
within their career fields, the Arizona Town Hall organization established the panel discussions in such a way as to combat the potential
intimidation. Upon entrance into the different panel discussion rooms, members are informed that everyone is to address one another on a
first name basis. To think I am now on a first name basis with Dr. Ernie Lara, the President of Estrella Mountain Community College, is such
a crazy thought, but allowing for that aspect of informality really did help to empower me as a student participant. Having had such a
positive experience with this town hall process, I would highly encourage anyone who has the opportunity to apply for a future Town Hall to
do so. Additional opportunities include participation in the Future Leaders Town Hall, of which precede each actual Town Hall event, and
are geared specifically towards college-level students. This civic engagement experience serves as a great opportunity to divulge in the
deliberation process and get students familiar with the skills required for effective civil discourse.

E M P T Y B O W L S : M A K I N G A N I M PA C T
By José Rodriguez, Student-at-Large, Student Leadership Forum
The Empty Bowls 2014 joined forces with Scottsdale Community College and the
city of Scottsdale to raise awareness of hunger on the local level and to help
those in need of food. The Empty Bowls effort was founded in 1990 by a high
school art teacher in Michigan. It was a way for local artisans, educators, and
youth to have fun creating unique hand-crafted bowls and sell those bowls for a
profit. The proceeds benefit a local agency in the fight on hunger. Over 500 bowls
were made and donated by middle and high school students for this event.
Students who created the bowls attended the event and toured the SCC campus.
Open to the public, the event took place on Wednesday, December 3, 2014 in
the SC Cafeteria, where food was supplied by SCC’s Culinary Arts Program. 100%
of the proceeds were donated to Vista Del Camino Community Center. The center
provides emergency food, clothing, and shelter for Scottsdale residents.
SLFers Diego Leal and Marli Mayon help serve the
This year's Empty Bowls was also to commemorate Alli Ortega, a loyal volunteer
delicious pasta prepared by the Culinary Arts Program
for Empty Bowls and an employee of the city of Scottsdale. Alli Ortega had
to those who purchased a hand-crafted bowl.
passed away last year, but her spirit of volunteerism and selflessness is still
celebrated through the event. As appreciation to the time and dedication she had
for Empty Bowls, this year the event was officially renamed, "Alli Ortega Empty Bowls." The Ortega family donated one of Alli's hand-crafted
bowls to be sold at the silent auction.

Thank you to the volunteers from SCC’s baseball team, clubs and Student Leadership Forum for dedicating your time to help at the event.

COLLEGIATE DECA TAKES NEW YORK CITY BY STORM!
By Hattie Douglas, Member, Collegiate DECA @ SCC
As the temperatures drop on the Big Apple, over 200 college students from the U.S. and Canada ascended on Manhattan for leadership
development, networking, and competition at the 2014 DECA Collegiate Leadership Academy. Students anxiously awaited the unveiling of
industry track itineraries for the following day. Each student had chosen from five industries to learn about while getting a hands-on
experience from subject matter experts in: Fashion Merchandising and Retail Management, Hospitality and Culinary Arts, Sports and
Entertainment Marketing, International Business and Finance, and Advertising in the Big Apple. Five students represented SCC DECA,
participating in four of the five industry concentrations. After a busy day on the streets and subways of NYC, the future leaders were given
case studies in their chosen field of real-world industry issues. Each student worked on a team to analyze and find sound business
solutions to present for judging from a subject matter expert or representative of the business looking for a real solution.
Before receiving their case study, the Sports and Entertainment Marketing delegation spent the day on two VIP tours. The morning was
dedicated to Radio City Music Hall where they learned about stage production, communication, and historical significance. Prior to
departing, they were given a private show of the annual Christmas Spectacular before meeting with the world famous Rockettes. The next
subway stop for this group was none other than Yankee Stadium where they received a facility tour ending on the same diamond where
Babe Ruth, Mickey Mantle and Derek Jeter played.
Equally fascinating, over 70 Fashion Merchandising students were broken into two groups, and spent their time in NYC’s Fashion District
where Saks Fifth Avenue’s VP of Operations and Finance, John Weihe, treated them to an exclusive tour. Gap Inc. also presented the
fashion students with a behind-the-scenes tour of their international design headquarters. Like kids in a candy store, they continued
absorbing all the details of running a fashion label and major department store while visiting Bloomingdales, Banana Republic and the
Fashion Institute of Technology. To culminate their day, the groups came together for a presentation by Mike Sins, Special Events Director
for Men’s Wearhouse.
The Hospitality and Culinary Arts track also toured iconic NYC landmarks in their industry. They explored the back halls and kitchens of The
Omni Berkshire Place, The InterContinental and The New York Marriott Marquis. Congrats to our own Judith Hilaire and her teammates
who focused their experiences to resolve a fictional hotel’s food and beverage case study and were awarded the top prize for their efforts.
All of the attendees of the 2014 Collegiate Leadership Academy left the bustle of the city with insight of what it takes to succeed in their
chosen field. The firsthand teachings by industry leaders motivated them to return to their respective colleges energized for the future. To
learn more about Collegiate DECA, visit our local chapter website at: http://clubs.scottsdalecc.edu/deca/
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Artie Has Heart: Serve & Learn Day…March 27
Genocide Awareness Week…April 13-18
Excellence Under the Stars…April 22
The In Thing (& SCC Earth Day Celebration)….April 23
SCC Commencement….May 15
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