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TURN OUT FOR WHAT?
By Marli Mayon, Chair, Student Leadership Forum
Student Leadership Forum has established a Voter Registration Initiative for the 2014 Fall Semester in
an effort to get SCC students more civically engaged. Having established four separate voter
registration events, SLF attempted to account for events outside of the cafeteria, with two of the voter
registration events being held at the Snack Shack and LC Breezeway.
During the National Voter Registration Day event on September 23rd, in addition to registering to vote,
students were encouraged to sign a pledge detailing their motivation for turning out to vote. An
especially cool aspect of National Voter Registration Day were a few of the SLF members who
volunteered at the event. Three out of the five students were people who could not actually vote in the
November election because of either being underage or because of residency status. These dedicated
volunteers included Public Relations Co-Manager Savannah Haymart and Students-at-Large Iñaki
Aparicio Molina and Williams Caraveo. Exemplifying their dedication to the Voter Registration Initiative
in the form of donating their time, since they cannot actually cast their vote, these students are
extremely admirable in their civic engagement efforts.

In addition to the already mentioned SLF members, several other members were crucial in making this
initiative a success. These students include Vice Chair Diego Leal, Artie Bruce Merrill and Public
Relations Co-Manager Rohina Bano. By the October 6th Voter Registration deadline, SLF had Diego Leal, SLF Vice Chair
accumulated 61 registered voters from all four events, surpassing our goal of 50! Following the convinces students of the
deadline, as part of the Get Out the Vote initiative, SLF implemented an interactive Democracy Wall importance to register to vote.
placed around campus with different prompts encouraging students to comment their motivations to
vote and what issues are important to them. In addition, SLF welcomed the Director of the Maricopa Community College District Center for
Civic Participation, Alberto Olivas, who gave a very informative presentation at the October 23 rd SLF Club meeting, detailing the different
issues on the November 2014 ballot as well as reliable resources for students to research the different candidates.
SLF hopes this initiative will continue year round as opposed to being a seasonal event centered only around elections and hopes it will
continue to be an important value of the organization.

Not eligible to vote due to residency and/or age, SLFers Savannah
Haymart, Iñaki Aparicio Molina and Williams Caraveo still dedicate
their time to encourage others to register to vote.

SLFer Bruce Merrill heads to the other side
of campus to help register students to vote.

R A I N OR S H I N E : H O ME COMI N G K I C K - OF F I S A S U C CES S !
By Maia Fruchtandler, SLF Special Events Co-Manager
Even the rain couldn‟t stop SCC students from having fun! SCC‟s Homecoming Kick-off event had an unforeseen circumstance: Mother
Nature! Regardless of the weather, the festivities carried on, and had positive reviews. Students seemed to like the event being held in the
cafeteria, in which all activities were within a close range of each other. The DJ was a great addition to the event as students from the
dance department danced away to the upbeat songs, getting other students involved. A picture frame with props caught everyone‟s
attention as people stopped by to snag a homecoming-themed picture. Clubs and departments were out and about promoting their
organizations via flyers, games, giveaways, and displays. Of course, with any homecoming event, there has to be an abundance of food!
Pizza was served at specific times during the event, in which it seemed to disappear as soon as the pizza boxes were opened! Last but not
least, Artie made a few appearances and graciously took pictures and danced around; even had a sword fight with the Robotics‟ Club
robot!
Overall, the event went smoothly with a great team of Student Leadership Forum members offering their assistance with all aspects of the
event and the participation of clubs and departments.
Left: Don’t mess with our
SLF Special Events CoManagers
Maia
Fruchthandler and Thulisa
Sigwabe! Top Right: Free
pizza is always a favorite at
Homecoming Kick-off. SLF
Chair Marli Mayon, Therese
Tendick and Paula
Livingston hand out slices
as fast as they can! Bottom
Right: Diego Leal, José
Rodriguez and Allie
Deemer are popular with
the free cotton candy and
sno cones!
Lower Top: Savannah Haymart and
Williams Caraveo take a selfie while
waiting to chauffeur the Hall of Fame
guests. Lower Bottom: Artie debuts
his own hand-made t-shirt launcher!

H OM EC OMI NG D AY : L OT S TO D O & S E E !
By Thulisa Sigwabe, SLF Special Events Co-Manager
“Go Artichokes!” the crowd screamed as the green and gold players ran across the field for a
touchdown. Homecoming Day will be one of my favourite days to remember during my time
here in the United States. In my home country, South Africa, we do not have football. Instead
we have rugby, which is a different concept to football because they have a much bigger ball,
no extra padding and the ball is thrown backwards.
It was great to be part of the American culture to see the scholars and former scholars for
Homecoming come together and enjoy the game. Our school mascot, “Artie” the Artichoke is
forever smiling and bringing out the happiness in people as he walks by and high-fives
everyone. As much as I don‟t remember much about American football, I do know one thing: a
touchdown is the most important thing! The crowd would be all excited and amped when a
player ran towards the line and if he did not reach it, a huge “Aww!” from the audience would
echo the stadium. From our flexible cheerleaders who showed us a few moves and
cheerleading stunts to the talented Fountain Hills High School Band who did a fantastic job in
performing, kept us all entertained during half-time while the players rested. Everybody tried
to be a part of everything from getting the pompoms to add more spunk to their cheers,
wearing the „Rise of Artie‟ T-shirts, enjoying the delicious hotdogs served at the tailgate and
singing the National Anthem before the game started.
Being the Special Events Co-Manager and planning homecoming gave me the opportunity to
learn and experience the American football culture. I never thought I would be a part of such a
thing.

T H R EE -D AY S T UD ENT L EA D ER SH I P R ET R EA T
By Savannah Haymart, SLF Public Relations Co-Manager
This event, on the weekend of September 19—21, was held at Camp Pine Summit in the
beautiful (and cooler) Prescott, Arizona. There were nearly 160 students from the
Maricopa Community Colleges, the Central Arizona College campuses and Coconino
Community College. Eight students from Scottsdale Community College, six of which
were international students, graced the presence of the pine trees as we learned about
leadership based on the chapter “Model the Way” from the book titled Leadership
Challenge. During these workshops, we discussed about how to identify, explore and
make the best use of our core values in order to be a good leader, good team player,
and most of all, how our morals and values affect how each person will participate.
During the 3-Day Leadership Retreat, Jen Sydow, our SLF Advisor, led two early-morning
hikes, the last of which broke a record of 63 student hikers! Also, the retreat had over
10 guest speakers, including SCC‟s Dr. Daniel Corr and Megan O‟Connor and an
excellent Keynote Speaker, Maricopa‟s Associate Vice Chancellor of Student Affairs,
Felicia Ganther. Ms. Ganther provided us with both funny and not-so funny stories, and
demonstrated proper handshakes and how to talk to people you don‟t know.
At the end of this retreat, all students went to the gym and played a fun twist on the
Hunger Games, called “Minute to Win It.” Twelve groups of students went to different
“districts” and chose a player to complete the task. The player had one minute to
complete said task, and if they did, they‟d receive a point. Some teams did not win any
points, and the winning team won 10 points total! All the students went home knowing
quite a bit more about themselves, and most importantly, made an abundant number of
new friends. One of my fellow SLFers, Iñaki Aparicio Molina, summed up our weekend
the best: “I believe this retreat helped me on improving my life in every possible way,
and thanks to this amazing experience, I now know how to make the best use of my core
values in a daily basis.”

Top: SCC students rocked the 3-Day Retreat.
Middle: Record number turned out for the 6am
hike! Bottom: SLFer Rohina Bano finds herself
grabbing pennies out of panty hose in less than a
minute!

GLOBAL LEADERSHIP RETREAT
By Iñaki Aparicio Molina, SLF Student-at-Large
I‟d like to thank all the staff members that made this once in a lifetime experience
possible. Several students from Scottsdale Community College attended this year‟s
Maricopa Global Leadership Retreat from October 3—5 at the Desert Outdoor Center
at Lake Pleasant, which is located just outside of Phoenix; many international and
American students from the Maricopa Community Colleges were chosen to attend
this retreat.
The Global Leadership Retreat was an amazing opportunity to meet students from
different cultural backgrounds who share similar interests and goals. During these
three days, we did many activities, including workshops, hearing from an outstanding
keynote speaker and participating in a culture night. During the first workshop, we
were assembled in teams to construct our own ideal country, after which we had to
present the country we had built to the rest of the students and staff members, and
then do another activity which would include international conflicts between the
countries we had all made up. The guest keynote speaker was Felicia Ganther, the
Associate Vice Chancellor of Student Affairs of the Maricopa Community Colleges.
Her performance was outstanding as she instructed us on doing several activities
which made most of us reflect on distinct aspects of our lives, such as the people we
admire the most, how to make someone else‟s day better by just smiling, and how to
do a proper handshake.

Top: SCC students were well represented at the
Global Leadership Retreat. Bottom: SCC students
perform during Culture Night.

I believe this retreat helped me on improving my life in every possible way. Thanks to
this amazing experience, I now understand that everyone‟s different culture and
social background influence heavily on our points of view, and to make this world a
better place to live, we have to respect each other‟s point of view.

D R . G E H L E R & H E R T E A M G O T O W A S H I N G T O N , D. C . ,
OR DO THEY?
By Rohina Bano , SLF Public Relations Co-Manager
SCC‟s Student Leadership Forum, once again, showed its efforts for engaging college and club leadership by arranging a luncheon on
October 16th. SCC College President Dr. Jan Gehler and other administrative leaders, along with the representatives from the clubs and
organizations of the college, all came together in the Turquoise Room, which was beautifully decorated with an election theme donned in
red, white and blue and American flags. Guests were strategically placed around the room so they had a chance of knowing other people
at the same table. Guests enjoyed a Texas BBQ lunch while getting to know each other and answering icebreaker questions such as: “If
you could go back in time and witness one historic American event, which would it be?” The program then followed and each of the eight
multi-talented administrative members shared what political office they would run for and why. It was really interesting as they shared
their ideas of being a leader through speeches and poetry and said they would run for offices like City Council, U.S. Secretary of Education
and U.S. President. It was not just a lunch, but an opportunity to inform students that they are not taught only by books, but also by the
leadership, which can ultimately provide career guidance. SLF members are thankful to Jen Sydow for her direction in order to make
successful stories in the college.

SLFers, club advisors and members and SCC administrators enjoy a Texas
BBQ lunch while answering American-themed questions.

SCC CHESS CLUB PLAYS
MORE THAN JUST CHESS

SCC President Dr. Gehler delivers her “I’m running for
Mayor of Scottsdale” speech.

By Austin Moede, Secretary, SCC Chess Club
This semester, the SCC Chess Club has been learning the aspects of how
to better play strategy board games such as Chess, Japanese & Chinese
Chess, Checkers and Go. Each meeting consists of learning a small
aspect of strategy and then putting that newly learned skill into effect by
playing.
The Chess Club has also been involved in the SCC community by
volunteering at different functions and events. We have been involved in
the Homecoming Kick-off event by showing students some of the aspects
of the different strategy games. We also have volunteered at a retirement
function for one of the long-term staff members at the college.
We have players of all different ability levels, so no matter what your skill
is, our overall goal is to promote camaraderie through a game that is
enjoyed internationally.
Our meeting times are every Thursday from 2:00 - 5:00pm in LC 308.
Email Professor John Ellis at john.ellis@scottsdalecc.edu for more
information.

Austin Moede plays a “quick” game of chess with an
interested student during SCC’s Homecoming Kick-off
event.

DECA INVESTS IN OUR
COMMUNITY
By Rebekah Horton, Vice President, Collegiate DECA @ SCC
On Friday, October 17th SCC‟s Collegiate DECA chapter
volunteered at St. Mary‟s Food Bank. Collegiate DECA
prepares emerging leaders and entrepreneurs for careers
in marketing, finance, hospitality and management in high
schools and colleges around the globe. The members
arrived at St. Mary‟s Food Bank by 9 a.m. and were joined
by other teams of volunteers for the morning. Before
starting the day‟s project, volunteers were educated about
hunger in Arizona. Arizona has the third highest hunger
rate in the United States. 28% of Arizona‟s children don‟t
know when their next meal will be. St. Mary‟s provides
60,000 emergency food boxes each month.
With an understanding of the positive impact their work
would have, all volunteers worked hard filling emergency
DECA members volunteered to help pack 1,080 boxes in one day!
food boxes. To do their part, Collegiate DECA joined effort
with teams from around Arizona in an assembly line to fill
boxes. Volunteers were paired up, one unloading pallets of food and the other packing the non-perishable food into relief packages. The
teams of two lined a conveyor belt, each adding their item to the box. By the end of last Friday morning, Collegiate DECA and other
volunteers at St. Mary‟s Food Bank packed 1,080 boxes.

THE CLUB THAT SEEKS OUTDOOR ADVENTURE
By Nick Balik, President, Outdoor Adventure Club
We have been very active this fall semester; hiking
Camelback Mountain, Piestewa Peak and South
Mountain. Some members have been participating
with the Aravaipa Running Group and have been
trail running in Papago Park and the McDowell
Mountains.
Besides hiking, we have been active in other ways
with ongoing events; for example, on Tuesdays
students get together and play volleyball. We are
even working with other clubs and events. Some of
our members participated in the AIDS Walk on
October 26th.
As for upcoming plans, we are currently working on
going horseback riding, learning CPR, and going on
one or two backpacking trips. We will continually
promote leave-no-trace ethics and welcome all to
participate.
If anyone is interested in the SCC Outdoor
Adventure Club, join our group on Facebook. We've
had a great start to the semester and are taking Outdoor Adventure Club members Revathi Batola, Nick Balik, Alek Mott and Matt Raines
this momentum and moving forward.
Happy proudly show off their accomplishment after they climbed to the top of Piestewa Peak on
one of their many hikes.
Travels!

HISTORY LESSON IN THE CAFETERIA
By Marli Mayon, SLF Chair
On Wednesday, September 17th Scottsdale Community College‟s Student Leadership Forum celebrated National Constitution Day in the
form of an informative event that doubled as a voter registration opportunity. The first voter registration event of the semester, SLF
successfully registered 10 SCC students in the two-hour event, kicking off the SLF Voter Registration Initiative on a high note. Much of the
credit being attributed to SLF Vice Chair Diego Leal, who has proven to excel in his role on the SLF Civic Engagement Committee. The
informative aspect of the event was made possible by SLF Student-at-Large Williams Caraveo, who supplied a Constitution Fact Board
accompanied by an interactive United States facts Jeopardy Game of which he and SLF Student-at-Large Yasmin Acosta brought out to the
different lunch tables in the cafeteria to test the patriotic knowledge of SCC students. Allowing students to brush up on their knowledge of
the United States, this event helped to encourage civic participation from students all the while providing a quick history lesson of which
students are sure to remember. Additional thanks to Student-at-Large Iñaki Aparicio Molina and Public Relations Co-Manager Rohina Bano
for helping to make this event a success.

SLF Chair Marli Mayon explains the importance of
Constitution Day to an interested SCC student.

SLFers Yasmin Acosta and Williams Caraveo quiz students on
their U.S. Constitution knowledge with a friendly game of
Jeopardy.
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Mark Your Calendars!
General Election (vote!)…November 4
Election Civil Dialogue…November 4, 5:30pm, FSH-102
International Education Week….November 17-21
Empty Bowls….December 3

